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Message Text 


E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:PFOR,TW, CH 

SUBJECT:SHEN MEETING WITH HABIB AND HOLBROOKE 

1 . HABIB AND HOLBROOKE BRIEFED AMBASSADOR SHEN AUGUST 18 
ON SECRETARY'S TRIP TO PRC ALONG LINES SEPTEL. WE TOLD 
SHEN THAT BRIEFING WAS AT DIRECTION OF PRESIDENT AND 
SECRETARY, THAT SECRETARY INTENDED TO SEE HIM FOLLOWING 
RETURN FROM PRC AND THAT HOLBROOKE WOULD BRIEF PREMIER 
IMMEDIATELY UPON CONCLUSION OF PEKING DISCUSSIONS. HABIB 
ASKED THAT ROC KEEP THIS CONFIDENTIAL. IF PRESS IN INTER- 
IM ASKED ABOUT MEETING WITH SECRETARY AFTER VISIT, WE 
WOULD REPLY THAT WE EXPECT TO HAVE APPROPRIATE CONSUL- 
TATIONS WITH THE ROC. 

2. WE EXPLAINED THAT OUR MAIN PURPOSE IN PEKING IS TO 
SECRET 
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DISCUSS GLOBAL QUESTIONS. WE WILL ALSO DISCUSS BI- 
LATERAL RELATIONS, INCLUDING NORMALIZATION. OUR NORMALIZA- 
TION DISCUSSION WILL BE EXPLORATORY AND, WHILE WE WOULD 
NOT EXPECT TO CONCLUDE A NORMALIZATION AGREEMENT DURING 
THE VISIT, OUR DISCUSSION COULD BEGIN A PROCESS RESULT- 
ING IN COMPLETION OF NORMALIZATION. HOWEVER, THE TRIP 
WOULD PRODUCE NO SURPRISES FOR THE ROC AND WE WOULD BE 
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IN TOUCH WITH THE ROC AFTER THE TRIP. 

3. SHEN WAS ASSURED THAT WE WOULD BE GUIDED BY OUR CON- 
CERN NOT TO UNDERCUT TAIWAN’S SECURITY AND WELL-BEING, 
AND THAT WE MUST BE SATISFIED THAT ANY AGREEMENT ON 
NORMALIZATION PROTECTS THE ESSENCE OF TAIWAN'S CURRENT 
RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

4. SHEN WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN WHETHER WE HAD 
ACCEPTED PEKING'S THREE CONDITIONS, WHETHER WE REMAIN 
COMMITTED TO THE DEFENSE OF TAIWAN AND WHETHER THERE 
WOULD BE CHANGES IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. HE 
COMPLAINED OF OUR FAILURE TO REITERATE U.S. TREATY 
COMMITMENT TO THE ROC. IN RESPONSE WE TOLD HIM WE 
NEITHER ACCEPTED NOR REJECTED THE THREE CONDITIONS 
BUT CLEARLY WOULD DISCUSS THEM; THAT WE REMAIN TODAY 
COMMITTED TO TAIWAN'S DEFENSE BUT CANNOT SAY NOW HOW 
THIS MIGHT CHANGE IN THE FUTURE; AND THAT NORMALIZATION, 
IF COMPLETED, WOULD CLEARLY RESULT IN A CHANGE IN 
BILATERAL RELATIONS BUT WE WOULD HOPE TO MINIMIZE ANY 
ADVERSE AFFECTS ON TAIWAN'S BASIC INTERESTS. 

5. IN CLOSING SHEN EXPRESSED STRONG MISGIVINGS OVER 
THE TRIP. HE WAS ASSURED OF THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL 
INTEREST AND CONCERN FOR TAIWAN. THOUGH OBVIOUSLY CON- 
CERNED, SHEN SEEMED RELIEVED OVER THE THRUST OF THE 
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PRESENTATION. VANCE 
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FOLLOWING TEL SENT ACTION TAIPEI INFO PEKING FROM STATE AUG 19: 

QUOTE E E C R E T STATE 197396 

NODIS 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:PFOR,TW, CH 

SUBJECT:SHEN MEETING WITH HABIB AND HOLBROOKE 

1 . HABIB AND HOLBROOKE BRIEFED AMBASSADOR SHEN AUGUST 18 
ON SECRETARY'S TRIP TO PRC ALONG LINES SEPTEL. WE TOLD 
SHEN THAT BRIEFING WAS AT DIRECTION OF PRESIDENT AND 
SECRETARY, THAT SECRETARY INTENDED TO SEE HIM FOLLOWING 
RETURN FROM PRC AND THAT HOLBROOKE WOULD BRIEF PREMIER 
IMMEDIATELY UPON CONCLUSION OF PEKING DISCUSSIONS. HABIB 
ASKED THAT ROC KEEP THIS CONFIDENTIAL. IF PRESS IN INTER- 
IM ASKED ABOUT MEETING WITH SECRETARY AFTER VISIT, WE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 197396 

WOULD REPLY THAT WE EXPECT TO HAVE APPROPRIATE CONSUL- 
TATIONS WITH THE ROC. 

2. WE EXPLAINED THAT OUR MAIN PURPOSE IN PEKING IS TO 
DISCUSS GLOBAL QUESTIONS. WE WILL ALSO DISCUSS BI- 
LATERAL RELATIONS, INCLUDING NORMALIZATION. OUR NORMALIZA- 
TION DISCUSSION WILL BE EXPLORATORY AND, WHILE WE WOULD 
NOT EXPECT TO CONCLUDE A NORMALIZATION AGREEMENT DURING 
THE VISIT, OUR DISCUSSION COULD BEGIN A PROCESS RESULT- 
ING IN COMPLETION OF NORMALIZATION. HOWEVER, THE TRIP 
WOULD PRODUCE NO SURPRISES FOR THE ROC AND WE WOULD BE 

IN TOUCH WITH THE ROC AFTER THE TRIP. 

3. SHEN WAS ASSURED THAT WE WOULD BE GUIDED BY OUR CON- 
NERN NOT TO UNDERCUT TAIWAN'S SECURITY AND WELL-BEING, 

AND THAT WE MUST BE SATISFIED THAT ANY AGREEMENT ON 
NORMALIZATION PROTECTS THE ESSENCE OF TAIWAN'S CURRENT 
RELATIONS WITH THE U.S. 

4. SHEN WAS PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN WHETHER WE HAD 
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ACCEPTED PEKING'S THREE CONDITIONS, WHETHER WE REMAIN 
COMMITTED TO THE DEFENSE OF TAIWAN AND WHETHER THERE 
WOULD BE CHANGES IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONSHIP. HE 
COMPLAINED OF OUR FAILURE TO REITERATE U.S. TREATY 
COMMITMENT TO THE ROC. IN RESPONSE WE TOLD HIM WE 
NEITHER ACCEPTED NOR REJECTED THE THREE CONDITIONS 
BUT CLEARLY WOULD DISCUSS THEM; THAT WE REMAIN TODAY 
COMMITTED TO TAIWAN'S DEFENSE BUT CANNOT SAY NOW HOW 
THIS MIGHT CHANGE IN THE FUTURE; AND THAT NORMALIZATION, 
IF COMPLETED, WOULD CLEARLY RESULT IN A CHANGE IN 
BILATERAL RELATIONS BUT WE WOULD HOPE TO MINIMIZE ANY 
ADVERSE AFFECTS ON TAIWAN’S BASIC INTERESTS. 
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5. IN CLOSING SHEN EXPRESSED STRONG MISGIVINGS OVER 
THE TRIP. HE WAS ASSURED OF THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL 
INTEREST AND CONCERN FOR TAIWAN. THOUGH OBVIOUSLY CON- 
CERNED, SHEN SEEMED RELIEVED OVER THE THRUST OF THE 
PRESENTATION. / VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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